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T h e  T o w n  C o u n c il  R e g u la tio n s , 1966
THE GABORONE (ABATTOIR) BYE-LAWS,1971

(P u b lish e d  on the 30th  J u l y ,  1971)

In the exercise of the powers vested in him by regulation 32 of the Town Council 
Regulations, 1966 (Legal Notice No. 37 of 1966), the Minister of Local Government and 
Lands has approved the following bye-laws made by the Gaborone Town Council in 
terms of section 31 of the said regulations —

1. These bye-laws may be cited as the Gaborone (Abattoir) Bye-laws, C itation 
1971.

2. In these bye-laws, unless the context otherwise requires —  Inter-

“abattoir” means the municipal abattoir, and shall include the area set p
aside by the Council for such purpose and demarcated as such, together 
with any building, space, pen, enclosure and lairage therein;

“animal” means and includes any bull, ox, cow, heifer, steer, calf, sheep, 
lamb, goat, kid, pig or other quadruped used for the food of man ;

"authorised veterinary surgeon” means a veterinary surgeon approved by 
the Director of Veterinary Services;

“Council” means the Gaborone Town Council;
“Manager” means the person appointed by the Council to perform the 

functions of manager of the abattoir or any person appointed by the 
Council to act in his stead;

“meat” means the flesh and bone of any slaughtered animal whether in its 
natural state or subjected to any freezing, chilling or other preservative 
process, and shall also include sausages, polonies, chopped or minced 
meat or any other meat similarly prepared;

“meat inspector” means any person appointed by the Council after 
consultation with the Director of Veterinary Services for the purposes 
of examining any slaughtered animal intended for human consump­
tion;

“Medical Officer” means a medical practitioner appointed by the Director 
of Medical Services to act as medical officer in respect of Gaborone ;

“offal” means and includes the stomach, intestines and other internal 
organs of any slaughtered animal not being red offal;

“red offal” means and includes the head, horns, feet, tail, heart, lungs, 
liver, kidneys and spleen of any slaughtered animal;

"slaughterman” means a person appointed as such by the Council.
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3 .  (1) T h e  fo l lo w in g  fees s h a l l  b e  p a i d  to  t h e  C o u n c i l  fo r  se rv ices
r e n d e r e d  o r  fac i l i t ie s  p r o v i d e d  a t  th e  a b a t t o i r  —

(i) U s e  o f  a b a t t o i r  fo r  s l a u g h t e r i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a i r a g e  a n d  w a te r ,  
i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  s t a m p i n g  o f  m e a t ,  u se  o f  h a n g i n g  h a l l  a n d  p o w e r

O x    3. 50
S h e e p ,  l a m b  o r  g o a t    0. 50
P ig  1 . ......................  1. 50

(ii) U s e  o f  f r e e z e r  u n i t  fo r  14 c o n s e c u t iv e  d a y s  —

R  c.

O x    10. 00
S h e e p ,  l a m b  o r  g o a t    1. 40
P i g *  " ........................  4. 20

(iii) U s e  o f  f r e e z e r  u n i t  fo r  e a c h  d a y  a d d i t i o n a l  to  o r  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  th e  
p e r i o d  m e n t i o n e d  in  —

R  c.

O x    0. 75
S h e e p ,  l a m b  o r  g o a t    0. 10
P ig     0. 30

(2) T h e  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  t h e  safe  c u s t o d y  o r  fe e d in g  
o f  a n y  a n i m a l  p l a c e d  in  t h e  a b a t t o i r  l a i r a g e s  o r  fo r  t h e  safe  k e e p in g  
o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a n y  m e a t  le f t  in  t h e  a b a t t o i r  a f t e r  s l a u g h te r ,  a n d  
a l l  c o n t r a c t s  fo r  t h e  u se  o f  t h e  a b a t t o i r  o r  fac i l i t ie s  t h e r e a t ,  w h e t h e r  
i n  w r i t i n g  o r  n o t ,  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  to  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  o n  t h a t  bas is  
u n le s s  sp ec i f ic  p r o v i s io n  to  t h e  c o n t r a r y  is m a d e  th e r e in .

4 .  ( 1 ) T h e  a b a t t o i r  s h a l l  b e  o p e n  fo r  t h e  r e c e i v in g  a n d  s l a u g h t e r i n g
o f  a n i m a l s  d u r i n g  th e  fo l lo w in g  h o u r s  —

R e c e iv in g

B e tw e e n  3 p .m .  a n d  8 p . m .  e x c e p t  o n  F r i d a y s ,  S a t u r d a y s  a n d  d a y s  
p r i o r  to  p u b l i c  h o l i d a y s ;

S la u g h te r in g

B e tw e e n  6 a .m .  a n d  12 n o o n  e x c e p t  o n  S a t u r d a y s ,  S u n d a y s  a n d  
p u b l i c  h o l id a y s .

(2) M e a t  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a b a t t o i r  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
h o u r s  —

B e tw e e n  10 a . m .  a n d  3 p . m .  e x c e p t  o n  S a t u r d a y s ,  S u n d a y s  a n d  
p u b l i c  h o l id a y s .

(3) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  w i t h o u t  f i rs t  o b t a i n i n g  p e r m is s io n  f r o m  th e  
M a n a g e r  e n t e r  th e  a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  o r  a n y  p a r t  t h e r e o f  b e fo r e  t h e  p r e -



s c r ib e d  h o u r s  o f  o p e n i n g  o r  r e m a i n  o n  s u c h  p r e m is e s  a f t e r  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  
d o s i n g  h o u r  o r  a f t e r  b e i n g  r e q u e s t e d  b y  th e  M a n a g e r  to  le av e .

(4) W i t h o u t  t h e  p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  M a n a g e r  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  e n t e r  th e  
a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  o r  a n y  p a r t  t h e r e o f  u n le s s  o n  l a w f u l  b u s in e s s  c o n n e c t e d  
th e r e w i th .

5 .  ( 1 ; E v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  s h a l l  d e l i v e r  a n y  a n i m a l s  to  t h e  a b a t t o i r  
sh a l l ,  o n  e n t e r i n g ,  h a n d  to  t h e  M a n a g e r  o r  o t h e r  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  o ff ic ia l  
a  c o r r e c t  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  n u m b e r  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  
a n d  o f  th e  n a m e  o f  t h e  o w n e r  t h e r e o f  a n d  sh a l l ,  i f  so re c ju e s te d  b y  s u c h  
off icia l,  f u r n i s h  s u c h  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  as m a y  b e  r e a s o n a b l y  r e q u i r e d  to  
f a c i l i ta t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .

(2) T h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  so d e l i v e r e d  sh a l l  
h a v e  it  m a r k e d  w i th  a  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  m a r k  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  M a n a g e r  so 
t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  ea s i ly  a n d  q u i c k l y  i d e n t i f i e d .

(3) T h e  s a m e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  m a r k  s h a l l  a lw a y s  b e  u s e d  b y  o r  o n  b e h a l f  
o f  e a c h  o w n e r ,  a n d  s u c h  m a r k  s h a l l  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  a  r e g i s t e r  p r o v i d e d  fo r 
th e  p u r p o s e .

(4) T h e  o w n e r ,  o r  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  of, a n y  b u l l  o r  o t h e r  d a n g e r o u s  
a n i m a l  sh a l l ,  w h e n  b r i n g i n g  s u c h  a n i m a l  to  t h e  a b a t t o i r ,  e i t h e r  h a v e  it  
c o n v e y e d  in  a  s u i t a b l e  v e h ic l e  i n  w h i c h  i t  s h a l l  b e  s e c u r e ly  b o u n d  a n d  t i e d  
u p ,  o r  l e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  c h a i n  o r  r o p e  o f  su f f ic ie n t  s t r e n g th .

6. (1) T h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
a b a t t o i r ,  e x c e p t  d r a u g h t  a n im a l s ,  s h a l l  p e n  t h e m  as  a n d  w h e r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  
th e  M a n a g e r .

(2) E v e r y  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  w i t h i n  t h e  a b a t t o i r  
sh a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  s u c h  a n i m a l  is p r o p e r l y  c a r e d  fo r  a n d  is p r o v i d e d  w i th  
su f f ic ien t  s u i t a b l e  fo o d  a n d  w a t e r :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  o v e r f e e d  o r  g iv e  s a l t  to  a n y  a n i m a l  w h i le  
in  th e  a b a t t o i r .

(3) I f  t h e  M a n a g e r  s h a l l  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  a n y  a n i m a l  w i t h i n  t h e  a b a t t o i r  
h a s  b e e n  w i t h o u t  fo o d  a n d  w a t e r  fo r  a  p e r i o d  e x c e e d i n g  4 8  h o u r s ,  o r  i f  h e  
sh a l l  be  r e q u e s t e d  so to  d o  b y  t h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  
w i th i n  t h e  a b a t t o i r ,  h e  m a y  c a u s e  s u c h  a n i m a l  to  b e  fed  a n d  w a t e r e d  a n d  
th e  C o u n c i l  m a y  r e c o v e r  th e  co s t  t h e r e o f  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in  
c h a r g e .

(4) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  p e r m i t  a n y  a n i m a l  in  th e  a b a t t o i r ,  w h e t h e r  
a w a i t i n g  s l a u g h t e r  o r  in  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  s l a u g h t e r ,  to  b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  a n y  
b u t  th e  u t m o s t  c a r e ,  o r  p e r m i t  a n y  c r u e l t y  o r  a n y  u n n e c e s s a r y  s u f f e r in g  to  
a n y  a n i m a l .  T h e  M a n a g e r  m a y ,  in  h is  d i s c r e t i o n ,  t a k e  s u m m a r y  m e a s u r e s  
to  p r e v e n t  a n y  u n n e c e s s a r y  s u f f e r in g  o f  o r  c r u e l t y  to  a n im a l s .
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7 . (1) No person shall knowingly bring, or cause or permit to be 
brought, into the abattoir any animal suffering from any infectious or 
contagious disease unless with special permission of an authorised vet­
erinary surgeon.

(2) No person found guilty of contravening this bye-law shall, by 
virtue of having paid the penalty prescribed for such contravention, be 
absolved from any liability to make good to the Council any expenses 
incurred in cleaning and disinfecting the abattoir premises and for any 
losses occasioned by his action.

(3) The Manager may refuse to admit into the abattoir any animal 
suffering from any infectious or contagious disease and, if he has reasonable 
grounds for suspecting that any animal already admitted or for which 
admission is sought is suffering from any such disease, he may require or 
cause such animal to be examined by an authorised veterinary surgeon.

(4) The Manager may, after obtaining the opinion of an authorised 
veterinary surgeon, couse or order any animal which is found to be diseased, 
or which has been in contact with an infected or suspected animal, to be 
slaughtered at a place set apart for the slaughtering of diseased animals. 
If after slaughter the carcase is found to be fit for human consumption, the 
carcase shall be returned to the owner or person in charge thereof but, if 
it is found to be diseased and unfit for human consumption, it shall be seized 
and condemned.

8. No person shall without the permission of the Manager or any 
authorised official unpen any animal, unless for the purpose of removing 
it to the waiting pen or slaughter chamber.

9. The carcase of any animal dying within the .jjpattoir otherwise than 
by slaughter, or arriving dead at the abattoir, or of animals less than 14 days 
old, shall be condemned, seized and destroyed, as unfit for human consump­
tion. Skins of animals condemned under this bye-law may be released to the 
owner at the discretion of an authorised veterinary surgeon.

10. (1) No person shall slaughter or cause to be slaughtered at the 
abattoir any animal without the prior consent of the Manager.

(2) No person shall without the written consent of an authorised 
veterinary surgeon, the Medical Officer or the Manager, slaughter any 
animal intended for human consumption at any place within the Council’s 
area of jurisdiction other than the abattoir.

(3) Slaughtering in accordance with a written consent referred to in 
subregulation (2) shall take place only at such hours and in such manner 
as are prescribed in these bye-laws.



(4) A n  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n  m a y ,  i f  h e  d e e m s  fit,  a u t h o r i s e  in  
w r i t i n g  th e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  o r  a n i m a l s  a t  a n y  p l a c e  o u t s id e  th e  
a b a t t o i r  in  cases  w h e r e ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  r e l ig io u s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o r  o f  in ju r i e s  
re c e iv e d  b y  a n y  a n i m a l  o r  fo r  a n y  o t h e r  c a u s e  i t  is c o n s i d e r e d  i m p r a c t i c a b l e ,  
i n a d v i s a b l e  o r  u n d e s i r a b l e  to  h a v e  th e  a n i m a l  r e m o v e d  to  t h e  a b a t t o i r .  I n  
e v e r y  s u c h  ca se  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s  r e s p o n ­
s ib le  s h a l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  
s u r g e o n  a n d  s h a l l  a lso  c o n f o r m  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  th e s e  b y e - la w s .

11. (1) Fa re ry  p e r s o n  e m p l o y e d  a t ,  o r  m a k i n g  u se  o f  a n y  fac i l i t ie s  
p r o v i d e d  in ,  th e  a b a t t o i r  s h a l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  a l l  l a w f u l  i n s t r u c t io n s  g iv e n  b y  
th e  M a n a g e r ,  a n d  a n y  p e r s o n  f a i l i n g  to  c o m p l y  w i t h  s u c h  i n s t r u c t io n s  m a y ,  
i n a d d i t i o n  to  b e i n g  l i a b le  to  p r o s e c u t i o n  fo r  a  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  th is  b y e - l a w ,  
b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  - M a n a g e r  to  le a v e  th e  a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  f o r th w i th .

(2) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o r  o b s t r u c t  th e  M a n a g e r  o r  a n y  o f  his 
s ta f f  o r  c a u s e  a n y  d i s t u r b a n c e  w i t h i n  th e  a b a t t o i r ,  a n d  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  
sh a l l  so i n t e r f e r e  o r  o b s t r u c t  o r  c a u s e  a n y  d i s t u r b a n c e  m a y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  
b e in g  l i a b le  to  p r o s e c u t i o n  fo r  a  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  th is  b y e - l a w ,  b e  r e m o v e d  
f ro m  th e  p re m ise s .

12. {1) E v e r y  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  o n  a n y  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  a b a t t i o r  o r  m a k i n g  
use  o f  a n y  fac i l i t ie s  t h e r e i n  s h a l l  o b s e r v e  s t r i c t  c le a n l in e s s  in  h is  p e r s o n  a n d  
a t t i r e  a n d  sh a l l  a t  a l l  t im e s  w e a r  a  c l e a n  b u t c h e r i n g  c o a t  o r  o v e r a l l  o f  a  
d e s ig n  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  a n d  m a d e  o f  a  w a s h a b l e  m a t e r i a l .

(2) E v e r y  s l a u g h t e r m a n  s h a l l  k e e p  a  sp e c ia l  s u i t  o f  c lo th e s  m a d e  o f  
w a s h a b le  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s h a l l  w e a r  s u c h  s u i t  w h i le  e n g a g e d  in  s l a u g h t e r i n g  
a n y  a n i m a l  o r  d r e s s in g  a n y  c a r c a s e  a n d  fo r  n o  o t h e r  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  s h a l l  w a s h  
s u c h  su i t  d a i l y  to  e n s u r e  its c le a n l in e s s .

(3) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  h a n g  u p  o r  d e p o s i t  o r  c a u s e  o r  p e r m i t  to  b e  h u n g  u p  
o r  d e p o s i t e d  a n y  a r t i c l e  o f  w e a r i n g  a p p a r e l  in  a n y  r o o m  o r  e n c lo s u r e  in 
w h i c h  m e a t  is s l a u g h t e r e d ,  d r e s s e d  o r  p r e p a r e d  fo r  use  as food  fo r  h u m a n  
c o n s u m p t i o n .

13. (1; N o  b u l l ,  b u l lo c k ,  c o w ,  h e ife r ,  s te e r ,  p ig ,  s h e e p ,  l a m b  o r  g o a t  
sh a l l  be  s l a u g h t e r e d  o n  th e  d a y  i t  e n t e r s  t h e  a b a t t o i r :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  w h ic h ,  o n  
a r r i v a l  a t  th e  a b a t t o i r ,  is f o u n d  to  b e  s u f f e r in g  f r o m  a n y  se r io u s  in j u r y  
sh a l l  c a u s e  s u c h  a n i m a l  to  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d  as s o o n  as  p o ss ib le  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  
a f t e r  h a v i n g  n o t i f i e d  t h e  M a n a g e r  a n d  o b t a i n e d  h is  c o n s e n t .

(2 ; N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  s l a u g h t e r  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n  a n y  calf ,  l a m b ,  
k id ,  p ig  o r  o t h e r  a n i m a l  u n le ss  it is a t  le a s t  14 d a y s  o ld ,  is fu l ly  d e v e lo p e d  
a n d  is in  a  w e ll  n o u r i s h e d  c o n d i t i o n .
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(3) N o  p e r s o n  sh a l l ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  M a n a g e r ,  s l a u g h t e r  o r  
c a u s e  to  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n y  a n i m a l  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  to  b e  h e a v y  in  y o u n g  
o r  w h i c h  is o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  g iv in g  b i r t h  to  y o u n g .

14. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  s l a u g h t e r  o r  d re s s  a n y  a n i m a l  i n  a n y  p a r t  o f  th e  
a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  e x c e p t  in  t h e  p l a c e  sp e c i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  a n d  se t a p a r t  for 
s u c h  p u r p o s e .

15. (1) E v e r y  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  s l a u g h t e r i n g  o f  a n i m a l s  sh a l l ,  
b e fo r e  p r o c e e d i n g  to  s l a u g h t e r ,  c a u s e  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  to  b e  se c u r e ly  
h e l d  o r  f a s te n e d  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  s u c h  a n i m a l  s h a l l  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d  as  q u ic k ly  
a n d  w i t h  as l i t t le  p a i n  as poss ib le .

(2) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  s l a u g h t e r  o r  p e r m i t  o r  su f fe r  to  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d  in  th e  
a b a t t o i r  a n y  a n i m a l ,  t h e  flesh  o f  w h i c h  is i n t e n d e d  to  b e  u s e d  as  h u m a n  
fo o d ,  e x c e p t  b y  s h o o t in g  w i t h  t h e  h u m a n e  k i l le r :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  th is  s u b - b y e - l a w  s h a l l  n o t  b e  e n fo r c e d  
in  t h e  c a se  o f  a n i m a l s  s l a u g h t e r e d  fo r  t h e  u se  o f  M o h a m m e d a n s  o r  J e w s .

(3) S l a u g h t e r i n g  u n d e r  J e w i s h  o r  M o h a m m e d a n  r i te s  s h a l l  b e  e x e c u t e d  
a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  o r  M o h a m m e d a n  f a i th  
r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  M a n a g e r ;  a n d  e v e r y  s u c h  p e r s o n  s h a l l  in  
e v e r y  r e s p e c t  c o m p l y  w i t h  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  th e  M a n a g e r  u n d e r  th ese  
b y e - l a w s :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  in  th e s e  b y e - l a w s  s h a l l  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  th e  c e r ­
e m o n ie s  o r  k i l l in g  u n d e r  J e w i s h  o r  M o h a m m e d a n  r i te s ,  b u t  a l l  u n n e c e s s a r y  
c r u e l t y  sh a l l  b e  a v o id e d .

(4) E v e r y  p e r s o n  s h a l l  i n  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  s l a u g h t e r i n g  a n y  a n i m a l  use  
o n ly  s u c h  in s t r u m e n t s ,  a p p l i a n c e s  a n d  m e t h o d s  as  m a y  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  
M a n a g e r  w i t h  th e  o b j e c t  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h e  in f l i c t i o n  o f  a s  l i t t le  p a i n  o r  
s u f f e r in g  as p r a c t i c a b l e .

16. N  o  p e r s o n  sh a l l  c o m m e n c e  to  f lay  o r  d re s s  a n y  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n i m a l  
u n le s s  t h e  f lo w  o f  b lo o d  h a s  c e a s e d  a n d  a l l  s ig n s  o f  life a r e  e x t in c t .  T h e r e ­
a f t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f l a y in g  o r  d r e s s in g  sh a l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h o u t  d e la y .

17. A s s o o n  as p o ss ib le  a f t e r  a n  a n i m a l  h a s  b e e n  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n d  
f la y e d ,  t h e  s l a u g h t e r m a n  s h a l l  c l e a r ly  b r a n d  o r  m a r k  th e  c a r c a s e  w i t h  th e  
r e g i s t e r e d  m a r k  o f  th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  a n i m a l .

18. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  in f la te ,  s t u f f  o r  d re s s  a n y  c a r c a s e  o r  a n y  p o r t i o n  
t h e r e o f  w i th  t h e  o b je c t  o f  g iv i n g  i t  a  d e c e p t iv e  a p p e a r a n c e .

19. A l l  m e a t ,  f a t  a n d  r e d  o ffa l  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  so i led  b y  t h e  c o n te n t s  o f  
t h e  a l i m e n t a r y  t r a c t  s h a l l  b e  c o n d e m n e d  as  u n f i t  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  if, in  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  a n  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n  o r  
a n y  m e a t  i n s p e c to r ,  t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  so i l in g  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  by  
c u t t i n g  a w a y  th e  so i led  p o r t i o n s ,  th e  s a id  s u r g e o n  o r  i n s p e c t o r  m a y  a u t h -



o rise  th is  to  b e  d o n e  a n d  a n y  m e a t ,  f a t  o r  r e d  o f fa l  so t r e a t e d , s h a l l  i f  n o t  
o th e r w i s e  u n f i t ,  b e  d e e m e d  to  b e  f i t  f o r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n .

20. (1) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  r e m o v e  f r o m  th e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  
c a r c a s e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  s l a u g h t e r e d  a t  t h e  a b a t t o i r  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h id e ,  
f lesh, b o n e ,  f a t  o r  fee t  o r  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s  o r  e n t r a i l s  u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  
b e e n  d u l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  a  m e a t  in s p e c to r .

(2) I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  a n  a n i m a l  h a s  b e e n  a l a u g h t e r e d  a n d  d re s se d ,  
i t s h a l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  a n d  s t a m p e d  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d  a n d  th e  s l a u g h t e r ­
m a n  a n d  h is  a s s i s t a n ts  s h a l l  t h e n  r e m o v e  t h e  s t a m p e d  c a r c a s e  a n d  d e p o s i t  
it  in  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  a b a t t o i r  se t  a s id e  fo r  s u c h  p u r p o s e :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d e p o s i t  a n y  c a r c a s e  o r  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f  in  
s u c h  p a r t  o f  th e  a b a t t o i r  u n le s s  a n d  u n t i l  i t  h a s  b e e n  s t a m p e d .

(3) A n  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n  o r  a n y  m e a t  i n s p e c t o r  m a y  
in s p e c t  a n d  e x a m i n e  a n y  a n i m a l  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  fo r  
s l a u g h t e r  f o r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e t h e r  
i t  b e  d is e a s e d ,  u n s o u n d  o r  i n  a n y  w a y  u n f i t  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n .

(4) A  m e a t  i n s p e c t o r  sh a l l  e x a m i n e ,  h a n d l e  a n d  c u t  i n t o  th e  c a rc a s e ,  
o ffa l  a n d  r e d  o ffa l  o f  e v e r y  a n i m a l  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s l a u g h t e r e d  a t  th e  
a b a t t o i r ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  d re s s e d ,  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s c e r ­
t a i n i n g  w h e t h e r  i t  is d i s e a s e d ,  u n s o u n d ,  u n w h o l e s o m e  o r  in  a n y  w a y  u n f i t  
lo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n .

(5) I n  n o  c a se  s h a l l  a n y  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c a r c a s e ,  m e a t ,  o f fa l  o r  r e d  
o ffa l  b e  m a d e  e x c e p t  b y  d a y l i g h t .

(6 ) A n y  a n i m a l  f o u n d  to  b e  d i s e a s e d ,  u n s o u n d  o r  in  a n y  w a y  u n f i t  for 
h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n  u p o n  i n s p e c t i o n  o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  s u b - b y e - l a w  
(3) sh a l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  b y e - l a w  7 (4).

(7) T h e  c a r c a s e  o f  e v e r y  a n i m a l  c o n d e m n e d  u n d e r  b y e - l a w  7 (4) a n d  
a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a r c a s e  o f f a l  o r  r e d  o f fa l  o f  a  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n i m a l  w h i c h  h a s  
b e e n  f o u n d  u n d e r  s u b - b y e - l a w  (4) t o  b e  d is e a s e d ,  u n s o u n d ,  u n w h o le s o m e  
o r  in  a n y  w a y  u n f i t  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e s t r o y e d  a t  th e  
a b a t t o i r  b y  th e  M a n a g e r  o r  u n d e r  h is  d i r e c t .

21. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  c u t  a w a y ,  r e m o v e  o r  o th e r w i s e  a t t e m p t  to  c o n c e a l  
a n y  d is e a s e d  o r  i n j u r e d  p a r t  o f  a n y  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n i m a l ,  w h e t h e r  s l a u g h t e r e d  
a t  t h e  a b a t t o i r  o r  n o t ,  u n le s s  h e  s h a l l  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  th e  p e r m is s io n  o f  a  m e a t  
in s p e c to r  so to  d o .

22. (1) T h e  m e a t  i n s p e c t o r  s h a l l  b r a n d  o r  s t a m p  w i t h  t h e  o ff ic ia l  
m a r k  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  in  s u c h  p la c e s  a n d  i n  s u c h  w a y s  as  h e  m a y  d e e m  
a d v i s a b le  o r  n e c e s s a r y  a l l  c a rc a s e s ,  m e a t ,  o f fa l  a n d  r e d  o ffa l  s u b m i t t e d  for 
e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  p a s s e d  as h e a l t h y ,  s o u n d ,  w h o le s o m e  a n d  fit fo r  h u m a n  
c o n s u m p t i o n .

Examination 
oi animals, 
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carcases etc.



Removal of 
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from abattoir  
restricted

Introduction 
of  meat into 
township 
restricted

Condemn­
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(2) N o  p e r s o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  o ff ic ia l  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  t h e r e to ,  sh a l l  
s t a m p  o r  b r a n d  o r  m a r k  o r  a t t a c h  to  o r  im p r e s s  o n  a n y  m e a t ,  o ffa l  o r  r e d  
o ffa l  a n y  o ff ic ia l  b r a n d  o r  m a r k  o r  a n y  s i m i l a r  m a r k i n g ; a n d  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  
a t t a c h  t o  o r  im p r e s s  o n  a n y  m e a t  o r  o ffa l  a n y  f o r g e d  b r a n d  o r  m a r k  o r  a n y  
b r a n d  o r  m a r k  i n t e n d e d  o r  l i a b le  to  d e c e iv e  th e  p u b l i c  o r  i n d u c e  th e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  s u c h  m e a t  o r  o f fa l  h a s  b e e n  i n s p e c t e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  th ese  
b y e - l a w s  o r  s l a u g h t e r e d  a t  t h e  a b a t t o i r .

23. (1) N o  p e r s o n  sh a l l ,  w i t h o u t  th e  p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  M a n a g e r ,  
r e m o v e  o r  c a u s e  to  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a b a t t o i r  a n y  m e a t ,  o f fa l  o r  r e d  
o ffa l  u n le s s  a n d  u n t i l  i t  h a s  b e e n  e x a m i n e d ,  a p p r o v e d  a n d  s t a m p e d  in  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  th e s e  b y e - la w s .

(2) N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  r e m o v e  f r o m  t h e  a b a t t o i r ,  w i t h o u t  th e  e x p re ss  
p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  M a n a g e r ,  a n y  fa t  o r  o ffa l  u n le s s  a n d  u n t i l  i t  h a s  b e e n  
w a s h e d  a n d  c l e a n e d  to  th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f  a  m e a t  in s p e c to r .

24 . N  o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  t h e  t o w n s h i p  fo r  sa le  a n y  c a r c a s e  o r  
a n y  b u t c h e r ’s m e a t  o f  a n i m a l s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  g a m e )  s l a u g h t e r e d  o u t s id e  th e  
t o w n s h i p  u n le s s  s u c h  a n i m a l s  h a v e  b e e n  s l a u g h t e r e d  a t  a n  a b a t t o i r  a p ­
p r o v e d  b y  th e  C o u n c i l .

25. (1) A n  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n  o r  a  m e a t  i n s p e c t o r  sh a l l  
se ize  a n d  c o n d e m n  a n y  c a r c a s e ,  m e a t ,  f a t ,  o f fa l  o r  r e d  o ffa l  w h ic h ,  as a  
r e s u l t  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  is f o u n d  to  b e  d i s e a s e d ,  u n s o u n d ,  u n w h o l e s o m e  o r  
u n f i t  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n .

(2) A n y  c a r c a s e ,  m e a t ,  fa t ,  o f fa l  o r  r e d  o f f a l  s e iz e d  a n d  c o n d e m n e d  
sh a l l ,  u p o n  a  c e r t i f i c a te  b y  a n  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n ,  b e  d e s t r o y e d  
o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i t  m a y ,  a t  th e  o w n e r ’s r isk ,  b e  t r e a t e d  in  s u c h  m a n n e r  as 
t h e  a u t h o r i s e d  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e o n  m a y  d e c i d e  to  r e n d e r  i t  f i t  fo r  h u m a n  
c o n s u m p t i o n .

(3) N o t h i n g  c o n t a i n e d  in  th e s e  b y e - l a w s  sh a l l  p r e c l u d e  a n y  p e r s o n  
m e n t i o n e d  in  s u b - b y e - l a w  ( 1 ) f r o m  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  th is  b y e - l a w  
in  r e s p e c t  o f a n y  m e a t ,  o f fa l  o r  r e d  o f fa l  w h ic h ,  a l t h o u g h  m a r k e d  o r  b r a n d e d  
as  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  th e s e  b y e - l a w s ,  is s u b s e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  to  b e  d is e a se d ,  
u n s o u n d ,  u n w h o le s o m e  o r  o th e r w i s e  u n f i t  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n .

(4) N o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  fo r  a n y  m e a t ,  c a r c a s e  o r  a n i m a l  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c o n d e m n e d ,  s e ized  a n d  d e s t r o y e d .

26. (1) A l l  m e a t  ( e x c e p t  s u c h  c a rc a s e s  as m a y  be  h e ld  in  t h e  f ree z e r  
u n i t )  w h i c h  is n o t  r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e  a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  b e fo re  c lo s in g  t im e  
o n  th e  d a y  o n  w h i c h  th e  a n i m a l  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  w a s  t a k e n  w a s  s l a u g h t e r e d ,  
m a y  b e  t a k e n  p ossess ion  o f  b y  th e  M a n a g e r  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  o r  t r e a t e d  o n  
b e h a l f  o f  th e  C o u n c i l  a n d  so ld  to  d e f r a y  e x p e n se s .



(2; A ll b lo o d ,  m a n u r e ,  re fu se ,  c o n d e m n e d  c a rc a s e s  o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  
c o n d e m n e d  c a rc a s e s  s h a l l  b e c o m e  th e  p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  C o u n c i l .

27. (1) N o  p e r s o n  k n o w in g ly  s u f fe r in g  f r o m  a n y  n o t i f i a b le  in fe c t io u s  
o r  c o n ta g i o u s  d is e a se  o r  w h o  h a s  w i th i n  tw e lv e  h o u r s  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  
k n o w in g ly  e x p o s e d  to  i n f e c t io n  f r o m  a n y  s u c h  d is e a se  sh a l l  e n g a g e  in  th e  
s l a u g h t e r  o f  a n im a l s ,  d r e s s in g  o f  c a r c a s e s  o r  h a n d l i n g  o r  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  
m e a t  i n t e n d e d  fo r h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  n o r  sh a l l  a n v  e m p l o y e r  p e r m i t  
a n y  p e r s o n  in  h is  e m p l o y m e n t  w h o  is so su f f e r in g  o r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  so 
e x p o s e d  to  i n f e c t io n  to  b e  so e n g a g e d  u n le s s  h e  h a s  o b t a i n e d  th e  p r i o r  
w r i t t e n  p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  M e d i c a l  O f f ice r .

(2) T h e  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  s h a l l  h a v e  th e  p o w e r  to  e x a m i n e  ( w h ic h  m a y  
in c l u d e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b lo o d )  a n y  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  s l a u g h t e r i n g  
o f  a n im a l s ,  t h e  d r e s s in g  o f  c a r c a s e s  o r  h a n d l i n g  o r  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  m e a t  
w h e n e v e r  h e  s h a l l  d e e m  i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  d o  so fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  
w h e t h e r  s u c h  p e r s o n  is s u f f e r in g  f r o m  a n y  d is e a se  o r  c o n d i t i o n  l i a b le  to  
c o n t a m i n a t e  th e  m e a t ,  as a  r e s u l t  o f  w h i c h  se r io u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  to  th e  
h e a l t h  o f o t h e r s  m a y  o c c u r ,  a n d  m a y  p r o h i b i t  a n y  s u c h  p e r s o n  f o u n d  to  b e  so 
s u f f e r in g  f r o m  b e i n g  so  e n g a g e d  u n t i l  h e  h a s  b e e n  a g a i n  e x a m i n e d  a n d  
c e r t i f ie d  b y  a  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  to  b e  f ree  f r o m  s u c h  d is e a se  o r  c o n d i t io n .

(3) A n v  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in  w o r k  w i t h i n  th e  a b a t t o i r  h a v i n g  a n y  cu ts ,  
g r a z e s  o r  a b r a s i o n s  s h a l l  h a v e  s u c h  in ju r i e s  c o v e r e d  b y  a  c le a n ,  w a t e r p r o o f  
d re s s in g .

28. T h e  M a n a g e r  m a y  s l a u g h t e r  o r  c a u s e  to  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n y  a n i m a l  
in  th e  a b a t t o i r  w h i c h  m a y  b e  u n c l a i m e d  o r  a s  to  th e  o w m ersh ip  o f  w h ic h  
th e r e  is a  d i s p u te ,  a n d  sh a l l ,  in  th e  c a se  o f  a n y  s u c h  s l a u g h te r ,  d i s p o se  o f  th e  
c a r c a s e  t h c r e o f o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  O n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  r i g h t f u l  o w n e r ,  
th e  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  p a y  to  h i m  th e  fu l l  p r o c e e d s  o f  s u c h  sa le  less th e  a m o u n t  o f  
a n y  a n d  a l l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  c h a r g e s  i n c u r r e d  in  r e s p e c t  o f  s u c h  a n im a l .

29 . N o  p e r s o n  sh a l l  b r i n g  o n  to  th e  a b a t t o i r  p re m ise s ,  o r  p e r m i t  to  
e n t e r  o r  r e m a i n  t h e r e o n ,  a n y  d o g ,  c a t  o r  o t h e r  a n i m a l  o r  a n y  b i r d s  w h ic h  
iced  on  o ffa l ,  a n d  th e  M a n a g e r  m a y  r e m o v e  o r  c a u s e  to  be r e m o v e d  f ro m  
th e  a b a t t o i r  a n y  su c h  a n i m a l  o r  b i r d  f o u n d  th e r e o n .

30. A ll  v a n s ,  lo r r ie s ,  w a g o n s ,  c a r t s  a n d  o t h e r  v e h ic le s  b r o u g h t  in to - th e  
a b a t t o i r  sha l l  s t a n d  in  su c h  p la c e s  as th e  M a n a g e r  sh a l l  a p p o in t .

31. N o  c h i ld  u n d e r  th e  a g e  o f  14 y e a r s  s h a l l  a t  a n y  t im e  b e  a d m i t t e d  to 
a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  a b a t t o i r  w h e r e  s l a u g h t e r i n g  o r  d r e s s in g  is t a k i n g  p la c e .

32 . N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  e x p e c t o r a t e ,  sm o k e  t o b a c c o  o r  c o m m i t  a n y  n u i s a n c e  
in a n y  p a r t  o f  th e  a b a t t o i r  p r e m is e s  w h e r e  c a rc a s e s  a r e  s l a u g h te r e d ,  
in s p e c te d  o r  k ep t .

Human 
diseases or 
injuries

Oiposal of 
animals of 
unclaimed or 
disputed 
ownership

t'-xelusioii of 
dogs, eats, 
birds, etc.

P l a c i n g  el  
vehicles

Kxchision of
children
from
slaughtering,
eie.

Spin ing, 
smoking, cic., 
prohibited



Exclusion of 
intoxicating 
liquor and 
intoxicated 
persons

Rem oval of 
anim als or 
carcases 
w ithout per­
mission pro­
hibited

Offences and 
penalties

33. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  b r i n g ,  o r  c a u s e ,  o r  p e r m i t  to  b e  b r o u g h t  a r ty  m a l t  
l i q u o r  o r  a n y  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  o f  a n y  k i n d  o n  to  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  a b a t t o i r  
p r e m is e s  a n d  n o  i n t o x i c a t e d  p e r s o n  sh a l l  e n t e r  o r  r e m a i n  o r  b e  p e r m i t t e d  to  
e n t e r  o r  r e m a i n  o n  s u c h  p re m ise s .

34. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  r e m o v e  f r o m  th e  a b a t t o i r  a n y  a n i m a l ,  a l iv e  o r  d e a d ,  
o r  t h e  c a r c a s e  o f  a n y  a n i m a l  o r  a n y  m e a t ,  o f fa l  o r  r e d  o f fa l  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
t h i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a n  a n i m a l  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i o r  p e r m is s io n  o f  t h e  M a n a g e r .

35. A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  c o n t r a v e n e s  a n y  o f  th e s e  b y e - l a w s  o r  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  
o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  d u l y  g iv e n  i n  t e r m s  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  g u i l t y  o f  a n  o f f e n c e  a n d  
l i a b le  o n  f irs t  c o n v ic t io n  to  a  f in e  o f  R 5 0  a n d  o n  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n v ic t io n  
to  a  f ine  o f  R 1 0 0 .

R . N .  M a n n a t h o k o , 
P e r m a n e n t  S ec re ta ry

M i n i s t r y  o f  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  L a n d s ,  G A B O R O N E .  
2 1 s t  Ju ly ,  1971.
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