Statutory Instrument No. 88 of 1971
THe TownsHIPs PrRocLAMATION (CRAPTER 120)

Tue Town CounciL RecuLaTions, 1966
THE GABORONE (ABATTOIR) BYE-LAWS,1971
{ Published on the 30th Fuly, 1971)

In the exercise of the powers vested in him by regulation 32 of the Town Council
Regulations, 1966 (Legal Notice No. 37 of 1966), the Minister of Local Government and
Lands has approved the following bye-laws made by the Gaborone Town Council in
terms of section 31 of the said regulations —

L. These bye-laws may be cited as the Gaborone {Abattoir) Bye-laws, Citation
1971
2. In these bye-laws, unless the context otherwise requires — Inier-
. . .. . . etati
“abattoir’” means the municipal abattoir, and shall include the area set prefation
aside by the Council for such purpose and demarcated as such, together
with any building, space, pen, enclosure and lairage therein;

‘animal”” means and includes any bull, ox, cow, heifer, steer, calf, sheep,
lamb, goat, kid, pig or other quadruped used for the food of man;

~authorised veterinary surgeon’ means a veterinary surgeon approved by
the Director of Veterinary Services;

“Council” means the Gaborone Town Council;

“Manager” means the person appointed by the Council to perform the
functions of manager of the abattoir or any person appointed by the
Council to act in his stead;

“meat’”’ means the flesh and bone ol any slaughtered animal whether in its
natural state or subjected to any freezing, chilling or other prescrvative
process, and shall also include sausages, polonies, chopped or minced
meat or any other meat similarly prepared;

“meat inspector’” means any person appointed by the Council after
consultation with the Director of Veterinary Services for the purposes
of examining any slaughtered antmal intended for human consump-
tion;

“Mecdical Officer”” means a medical practitioner appointed by the Director
of Medical Services to act as medical officer in respect of Gaborone;

“offal” means and includes the stomach, intestines and other internal
organs of any slaughtered animal not being red offal;

“red offal”” means and includes the head, horns, feet, tail, heart, lungs,
liver, kidneys and spleen of any slaughtered animal;

“slaughterman’ means a person appointed as such by the Council,



Tavith of 3. (1) The following fees shall be paid to the Council for services
Charges rendered or facilities provided at the abattoir —

11}  Use of abaueir for slaughrering, including lairage and waer,

inspection and stamping of meat, use of hanging hall and power

Saw —- R c.

Oox L 3. 30

Sheep, lambor goat ..., 0. 50

Pig L i. 50

{ii) Use of freezer unit for 14 consecutive days —

R ¢

O 9. 00

Sheep, lamb or goat ..., .. 1. 40

rieg 4. 20

411)  Use of freezer unic for each day additional to or separate from the
period mentioned in —

R '
Oox 0. 75
Sheep, lamb orgoat ... ... 0. 10
Pig 0. 30

{2} The Council shall not be responsible for the safe custody or feeding
of any animal placed in the abattoir lairages or for the safe keeping
or preservation of any meat left in the abattoir after slaughter, and
all contracts for the use of the abattoir or facilities thereat, whether
1n writing or not, shall be deemed to be entered into on that basis
unless specific provision to the contrary is made therein.

4. (1) The abattorr shall be open for the receiving and slaughtering
i of animals during the following hours —
Hours of
entry Receiving
Between 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. except on Fridays, Saturdays and days
prior to public holidays;
Staughtering
Between 6 a.m. and 12 noon except on Saturdays, Sundays and
public holidays.

(2y Meat may be removed from the abaitoir during the following
hours —

Between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. except on Sawrdays, Sundays and

public holidays.
(3) No person shall without first obtaining permission from the
Manager enter the abattoir premises or any part therzof before the pre-



scribed hours of opening or remain on such premises after the prescribed
closing hour or after being requested by the Manager to leave.

(41 Without the permission of the Manager no person shall enter the
abattoir premises or any part thereof unless on lawful business connected
therewith.

5. {1: FEvery person who shall deliver any animals to the abattoir
shalf, on entering, hand to the Manager or other duly authorised official
& correct written statement of the number and description of the animals
and of the name of the owner thercof and shall, if so requested by such
official, furnish such turther information as may be reasonably required 1o
tacilitate 1dentification.

23 The owner or persen in charge of any animal so delivered shall
have it marked with a distinguishing mark approved by the Manager so
that 1t can be easily and quickly identified.

i3: The same identification mark shall always be used by or on behalf
of cach owner, and such mark shall be registered in a register provided for
the purpose.

i4; The owner, or person in charge of, any bull or other dangerous
animal shall, when bringing such animai to the abattoir, either have it
conveyed in a suitable vehicle in which it shall be securely bound and tied
up, or led by means of a chain or rope of sufficient strength.

6. (1) The owner or person in charge of any animals broughtinto the
abattoir, except draught animals, shall pen them as and where provided by
the Manager.

{27 LEvery owner or person in charge of any animal within the abattoir
shall ensure that such animal is properly cared for and is provided with
sufficient suitable food and water:

Provided that ne person shall overfeed or give salt to any animal while
in the abattotr.

{33 It the Manager shall discover that any animal within the abattoir
has been without food and water for a period exceeding 48 hours, or if he
shall be requested so to do by the owner or person in charge of any animal
within the abattoir, he may cause such animal to be fed and watered and
the Council may recover the cost thercof from the owner or person in
charge.

{(#1 No person shall permit any animal in the abaitoir, whether
awaiting slaughter or in the process of slaughter, to be treated with any
but the utmost care, or permit any cruelty or any unnecessary suffering to
any animal. The Manager may, in his discretion, take summary measures
to prevent any unnecessary suffering of or eruelty to animals.
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7. (1) No person shall knowingly bring, or cause or permit to be
brought, into the abattoir any animal suffering from any infectious or
contagious disease unless with special permission of an authorised vet-
erinary surgeon.

{2) No person found guilty of contravening this bye-law shall, by
virtue of having paid the penalty prescribed for such contravention, be
absolved from any liability to make good to the Council any expenses
incurred in cleaning and disinfecting the abattoir premises and for any
losses occasioned by his action,

{3} The Manager may refuse to admit into the abattoir any animal
suffering from any infectious or contagious disease and, if he has reasonable
grounds for suspecting that any animal already admitted or for which
admission 1s seught is suffering from any such disease, he may require or
cause such animal to be examined by an authorised veterinary surgeon.

{4) The Manager may, after obtaining the opinion of an authorised
veterinary surgeon, couse or order any animal which is found to be diseased,
or which has been in contact with an infected or suspected animal, to be
slaughtered at a place set apart for the slaughtering of diseased animals.
If after slaughter the carcase is found to be fit for human consumption, the
carcase shall be returned to the owner or person in charge thereof but, if
it is found to be diseased and unfit for human consumption, it shall be seized
and condemned.

8. No person shall without the permission of the Manager or any
authorised official unpen any animal, unless for the purpose of removing
it to the waiting pen or slaughter chamber.

9. The carcase of any animal dying within the gpattoir otherwise than
by slaughter, or arriving dead at the abattoir, or of animals less than 14 days
old, shall be condemned, seized and destroyed, as uniit for human consump-
tion, Skins of animals condemned under this bye-law may be released to the
owner at the discretion of an authorised veterinary surgeon.

10. (1} No person shall slaughter or cause to be slaughtered at the
abattoir any animal without the prior consent of the Manager.

(2} No person shall without the written consent of an authorised
veterinary surgeon, the Medical Officer or the Manager, slaughter any
animal intended for human consumption at any place within the Council’s
area of jurisdiction other than the abattoir.

(3) Slaughtering in accordance with a written consent referred to in
subregulation (2} shall take place only at such hours and in such manner
as are prescribed in these bye-laws.



i1 An authorised veterinary surgeon may, if he deems i, authorise in
writing the slaughter of any amimal or animals at any place outside the
abactoir 1n cases where, on account of rcligious requirements or of injuries
received by any animal or for any other cause itis considered impracticable,
inactvisable or undesirable to have the animal removed to the abattoir. In
every such case the owner of the animal or other person or persons respon-
sible shall comply with any conditions imposed by the authorised veterinary
surgeon and shall also conform with the requirements of these byc-laws.

11. {1} Every person employed at, or making use of any facilitics
provided in, the abattoir shall comply with all lawful instructions given by
the Manager, and any person failing to comply with such instructions may,
in acldition to being iable to prosecution for a contravention of this bye-law,
he required by the Manager to leave the abattoir premuises forthwith,

{2:  No person shall intertere with or obstruct the Manager or any of his
stafl or cause any disturbance within the abattoir, and any person who
shall so mterfere or obstruct or cause any disturbance may, in addition to
betng liable to prosecution tor a contravention of this bve-law, be removed
from the premises.

12. {1} Every person engaged on any duties at the abattior or making
use ol any (acilities therein shall ohserve strict cleanliness in his person and
attire and shall at all times wear a clean hutchering coat or averall of a
design approved by the Medical Officer and made of a washable macerial,

(27 fivery slanghterman shall keep a special suit of clothes made of

washable material and shall wear such suic while engaged in slaughtering
any animal or dressing any carcase and for no other purpose, and shall wash
such suit daily to ensure its cleanliness.

81 Nopason shall hang up or depositor cause or permit to be hung up
or deposited any article ol wearing apparel in any room or enclosuce in
which meat is slaughtered, dressed or prepared lor use as lood {or human
consumption.

13. i1} No bull, bullock, cow, heifer, steer, pig, sheep, lamb or goat
shall be slaughtered on the day it enters the abattoir:

Provided that the owner or person in charge of any animal which, on
arvival ar the abattoir, s found to be suffering from any serious injury
shadl cause such animal (o be slavghtered as soon as possible atter arvival
aftey having notified the Manager and obtained his consent.

(23 No persen shall staughter for human consumption any call, Lamnb,
kid, pig ar other antmal anless it is at least 14 days old, is fully developed
and is in a svell nourished concition.
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{3} No person shall, without the consent of the Manager, slaughter or
cause to be staughtered any animal which appears to be heavy in young
or which 15 on the point of giving birth to young.

14. No person shall slaughter or dress any animal in any part of the
abattoir premises except in the place specially appointed and set apart for
such purpose.

15. (1) Every person engaged in the staughtering of animals shall,
before proceeding to slanghter, cause the head of the animal to be securely
held or fastened to ensure that such animal shall be slaughtered as quickly
and with as little pain as possible.

{2) No person shallslaughter or permit or suffer to be slaughtered in the
abattoir any animal, the flesh of which is intended to be used as human
food, except by shooting with the humane killer:

Provided that the requirement of this sub-bye-law shall not be enforced
in the case of animals slaughtered for the use of Mohammedans or Jews.

{3) Slaughtering under Jewish or Mohammedan rites shall be executed
and superintended by members of the Jewish or Mohammedan faith
respectively, approved by the Manager; and every such person shall in
every respect comply with the requirements of the Manager under these
bye-laws:

Provided that notkhing in these bye-laws shall interfere with the cer-
emonies or killing under Jewish or Mohammedan rites, but all unnecessacy
cruelty shall be avoided.

(4) Every person shall in the process of slaughtering any animal use
only such mnstruments, appliances and methods as may be approved by the
Manager with the object of ensuring the infliction of as little pain or
suffering as practicable.

16. No person shall commence to flay or dress any slaughtered animal
unless the flow of blood has ceased and all signs of life are extinct. There-
after, however, the flaying or dressing shall be completed without delay.

17. As soon as possible after an animal has been slaughtered and
flayed, the slaughterman shall clearly brand or mark the carcase with the
registered mark of the owner of the animal.

18. No person shall inflate, stuff or dress any carcase or any portion
thereof with the object of giving it a deceptive appearance.

19. All meat, fat and red offal which becomes soiled by the contents of
the alimentary tract shall be condemned as unfit for human consumption:

Provided that if, in the opinion of an authorised veterinary surgeon or
any meat inspector, the above-mentioned soiling may be removed by
cutting away the soiled portions, the said surgeon or inspector may auth-



orise this 1o be done and any meat, fat or red offal so treated shall if not
otherwise uniit, be deemed to be fit for human consumption.

20. {1} No person shall remove from the immediate vicinity of the
carcasc of any animal slaughtered at the abattoir any portion of the hide,
flesh, bone, fat or feet or of the internal organs or entrails until they have
been duly examined and dealt with by a meat inspector.

2y Immediately after an animal has been alaughtered and dressed,
itshall be examined and stamped as hereinatter provided and the slaughter-
man and his assistants shall then remove the stamped carcase and deposit
it in the part of the abattoir set aside for such purpose:

Provided that no person shall deposit any carcase or portion thereol in
such part of the abattoir unless and until it has been stamped.

(37  An authorised veterinary surgeon or any meat inspectotr may
inspect and examine any animal brought into the abattoir premises for
slavghter for human consumption for the purpose of ascertaining whether
it be diseased, unsound or in any way unfit for human consumption.

{4} A meat inspector shall examine, handle and cut into the carcase,
oflal and red oftfal of every animal which has been slaughtered at the
abattoir, immediately after it has been dressed, for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether it is diseased, unsound, unwholesome or in any way uniit
lor humaun consumption.

{5) In no case shall any examination of carcase, meat, offal or red
offal be made except by daylight.

(6) Any animal found to be diseased, unsound or in any way unfit for
human consumption upon inspection ot examination under sub-bye-law
(33 shall be dealt with in accordance with bye-law 7 (4).

{77 The carcase of every animal condemned under bye-law 7 (4} and
any part of the carcase offal or red offal of a slaughtered animal which has
been found under sub-bye-law (4) to be diseased, unsound, unwholesome
or in any way unfit for human consumption shall be destroved at the
abattoir by the Manager or under his direct.

21. No person shall cut away, remove or otherwise attempt to conceal
any diseased or injured part of any slaughtered ammal, whetherslaughtered
at the abattoir or not, unless he shall have obtained the permission of a meat
inspector so to do.

22. (1) The meat inspector shall brand or stamp with the official
mark of the Council in such places and in such ways as he may deem
advisable or necessary all carcases, meat, offal and red offal submitted for
¢xamination and passed as healthy, sound, wholesome and fit for human
consumption.
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i2) No person, other than an official duly authorised thereto, shall
stamp or brand or mark or attach te or impress on any meat, offal or re
offal any official brand or mark or any similar marking ; and no person shall
attach to or impress on any meat or offal any forged brand or mark or any
brand or mark intended or liable to deceive the public or induce the belief
that such meat or offal has been inspected and approved under these
bye-laws or slaughtered at the abattoir.

23. {1} No person shall, without the permission of the Manager,
remove or cause to he removed from the abattoir any meat, offal or red
offal unless and until it has been examined, approved and stamped in
accordance with these bye-laws.

{2) No person shall remove from the abattoir, without the express
permission of the Manager, any fat or offal unless and until it has been
washed and cleaned to the satisfaction ef a meat inspector.

24, No person shall introduce inio the township for sale any carcase or
any butcher’s meat of animals {other than game) slaughtered outsicle the
township unless such animals have been slaughtered at an abattoir ap-
proved by the Council.

25. {1} An authorised veterinary surgeon or a meat inspector shall
seize and condemn any carcase, meat, {at, olfal or red offal which, as a
result of examination 1s found to be diseased, unsound, unwhelesome or
uniit for human consumption.

{2} Any carcasc, meat, fat, offal or red offal seized and condemned
shall, upon a certificate by an authorised veterinary surgeon, be destroyed
or, alternatively, it may, at the owner’s risk, be treated in such manner as
the authorised veterinary surgeon may decitde to render it fit lor human
consumpuon.

{33 Nothing contained in these bye-laws shall preclude any person
mentioned in sub-bye-law (1) from taking action in terms of this bye-law
in respect of any meat, offal or red offal which, although marked or branded
as approved under these bye-laws, is subsequently found to be diseased,
unsound, unwholesome or otherwise uniit for human consumption.

4} No compensation shall be paid {or any meat, carcase or animal
which has been condemned, seized and destroyed.

26. (11 Al mecar {except such carcascs as may he held in the treczer
anit] which 15 not removed from the abattoir premises before closing time
on the day on which the animal {rom which it was taken was slaughtered,
may be taken possession of by the Manager and destroyed or treated on
behalf of the Council and sold to defray expenses.



(2. All blood, manure, refuse, condemned carcases or portions of
condemned carcases shall become the property ol the Council.

27. {l; No parson knowingly suttering from any notiiiable inlectious
or contagious disease or who has within twelve hours previously been
knowingly exposed to infection lrom any such disease shall engage in the

slaughter of animals, dressing of carcases or handling or convevance of

mear ntended for human consumption, nor shall any cmployer permit
any person it his employment who is so sutlering or who has been so
cxposed to intection to be so engaged unless he has obtained the prior
written pernission of the Medical Officer.

121 The Medical Officer shall have the power to examine (which may
include cxamination of the blood) any person engaged in the slaughtering
of animals, the dressing of carcases or handling or convevanece of meat
whenever he shall deem it necessary to do se [or the purpose of ascertaining
whether such pevson is suffering from any disease or condition Hable
contaminate the meat, as a result ol which sericus consequences to the
heatth ofothers may occur, and may prohibit any such person found to be so
sullering from being so engaged until he has been again examined and
cerrified by a medical practitioner to be free {rom such disease or condition.

3% Any person engaged in work within the abattoir having any cuts,
grazes or abrasions shall have such injuries covered by a clean, waterproof
cdressig.

28. The Manager may slaughter or cause to be slaughtered any animal
in the abattoir which may be unclaimed or as to the ownership of which
there is a dispute, and shall, in the case of any such slaughter, dispose of the
carcase thereolon behallol the Council. On ascertaining the rightful owner,
the Council shall pay to him the [ull proceeds of such sale less the amount of
amy and all expenses and charges incurred in respect of such animal.

29.  No person shall bring on to the abattoir premises, or permit to
eniter or remain thereon, any dog, cat or other animal or any birds which
iced on offal, and the Manager may remove or cause to be removed lrom
the abattolr any such animal or bird feund thereon.

30. Al vans, lorries, wagons, carts and other vehicles brought mto the
abuttoir shall stand in such places as the Manager shall appoint.

31. Nochild under the age of {4 years shalf ar any time be admined to
any vare of the abattoir where slaughtering or dressing is raking place.

32.  Nopersonshall expectorate, smoke tobacco oy commir any nuisance
i any part of the abactoir premises where carcases arve slaughtered,
wrspectod or kept.
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33. No person shall bring, or cause, or permit to be brought any malt
liguor or any intoxicating liquor of any kind on to any part of the abattoir
premises and no intoxicated person shall enter or remain or be permitted to
enter or remain on such premises.

34, Nopersonshallremove from the abattoir any animal, alive or dead,
or the carcase of any animal or any meat, offal or red offal or any other
thing pertaining to an animal without the prior permission of the Manager.

35. Any person who contravenes any of these bye-laws or any direction
or prohibition duly given in terms thercof shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on first conviction to a fine of R30 and on any subsequent conviction
10 a fne of R100.

R.N. MARNATHOKO,
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Local Government and Lands, GABORONE.
21st July, 1971,
L2{8{17



